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Nekoyakushi - The Cat Buddha

Once upon a time, a rich man from Koyama built a small shrine in
the village of Karo, where he prayed to the Buddha Yakushi
Nyorai. But when the rich man passed away, there was nobody to
look after the shrine.

Then...
(shimmer)

“Have you seen the light, that’s coming from the top of Mount
Sorayama at night” : :
“Seary, isn’t it”

“Yeah...”

“What is it?”

“Hey”

“Let’s go and find out!”
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Phew!

,Ooh!“

»1t’s the Yakushi Buddha from Karo!“
“Here, of all places...”

“It’s shining”

“Let’s build a shrine in Koyama.”

And so the villagers built a small shrine and from that time the
Buddha was called the Yakushi Buddha from Koyama.
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(glint)

,Oh!“

» What’s that?“
something’s twinkling

(pull)
What had been shining, was a mummified small ginger kitten.

“What was it doing below the buddha statue?”

That night..;
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“Dear priest!”, “Dear priest!”
“Please hear me out”
“I once belonged to the rich man from Koyama.”

“My master had been very kind to me.”

“He taught me to believe in Buddha.”

,But one night a lake suddenly appeared in Koyama I fell in the
lake and drowned. ©

“I was devotmg myself to Buddha just as my master had told me,

When o
“,..the power of the Yakushi Buddha made me become Buddha
myself.”
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“You must devote yourself to bring good to the people.”

And so the people prayed to the Yakushi Buddha and to the

mummy of the rich man’s cat;
~.and the “Yakushi Buddha from Koyama” became known as.
“Nekoyakushi - the Cat Buddha from Koyama”.

“Mice are running rampant in our house and I can’t get any sleep”
“Well, why don’t you get a talisman from the Yakushi Buddha?”
“Then attach a puppet of a mouse puppet near it”

The Cat Buddha became very popular. _
It is said that it also helps its worshippers in finding lost objects.




